
D A LW H I N N I E 
a Hamlet on the Great North Road

          

Dalwhinnie Past & Present





D A LW H I N N I E

a Hamlet on the Great North Road

c o m p i l e d  by

Dalwhinnie Past & Present

Dougie Abercrombie, Bill Carr, Christine Crichton, Ross Dakers, Marilyn Mercer, Ron Mercer, Sheena Slimon & Maureen Stronach.



Dedicated to

the people of Dalwhinnie past, present and future.
Front cover: An early postcard of Loch Ericht with Lochend Cottage.



c o n t e n t s

	 Introduction. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                      1

i.	 The People . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2

ii.	 The Buildings . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  30

iii.	 General Wade . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 48

iv.	 The Great North Road . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  54

v.	 Loch Ericht . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 64

vi.	 Robert Burns . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  74 

vii.	 The Loch Ericht Hotel . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 88

viii.	 The Railway . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 96

ix.	 The School . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  104

x.	 Truimbank/Grampian/Dalwhinnie Hotel. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                              124

xi.	 The Distillery . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  138

xii.	 General Montgomery . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  154

xiii.	 War . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  166

xiv.	 The Estates . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  176

xv.	 The Mountains . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  186

xvi.	 Hydro . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  192

	 Acknowledgements. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                                197

published by

Dalwhinnie Past & Present

copyright of

Dalwhinnie Community Council

printed in  2008

isbn

978-0-9559318-0-2



From The Kingussie Record 30th July 1904

Dalwhinnie ought to be better known, with its excellent fishing in dark, dreary, Loch 

Ericht.  There is a good hotel with a most courteous landlord and landlady, and a 

charming temperance hotel,  but both should be as big again.  Give us a good road and 

they will be.  I cannot recommend this place too much, for its grandeur, its awesome sublimity, 

its silence and romance and listen, it is so healthy that one is charmingly hungry.  There is 

champagne in every breath you breathe and the only wonder is that people die here at all.

dr gordon stables  r .n.

i n t r o d u c t i o n
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c h a p t e r  o n e

The People

32

The famous Scots fiddler Neil Gow—his portrait hangs in Blair Castle.  He met Robert Burns there in September 1787.
Gow composed the tune “Loch Ericht Side” which Burns used for “Address to the Woodlark”.
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James Hogg—“The Etterick Shepherd” a famous Scots songwriter, poet and novelist, who followed in the footsteps of his hero 
Robert Burns.   In 1803 he literally followed as far as the hills, overlooking Loch Ericht towards Ben Alder, whilst staying at 

Dalnacardoch Inn where Burns also visited.

Mrs Kennedy, proprietor of the Dalwhinnie Inn with Piobair MacPherson at the visit of HM Queen Victoria
on 8th October 1861.
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A village outing c. 1920.  Included in the photograph are: Maggie MacBean, Mem MacBean, Ella Allan,
Betty Allan, Mrs Forbes, Donnie Wallace, Jimmie Allan, Georgie Oliver, Jean McLennan,

Rosie Cameron, Hughie Matheson, Miss Ross, Jake Forbes, Francis Anderson, Alec McLennan,
Teddy Allan, Eunice Campbell, Winnie Campbell, Mrs Allan, Jock Craib, Bella Wallace,

Mrs Wallace and Mr Cochrane.

Mary McLagan seen at a grouse butt at Drumochter about 1929.
The man in the pith helmet is Dougie Matheson, Proprietor of the Loch Ericht Hotel.
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Davie Craib, a famous ghillie, with a stag on a garron (Highland pony) probably around Drumochter. Mr Dougie Matheson, proprietor of the Loch Ericht Hotel from 1929 to 1961.
Pictured at a wee snowbank.
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The Minister and his wife—Mr & Mrs Cochrane. The last wedding in the Church.
Mr & Mrs Geordie & Barbara Cameron in 1974.
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Great North Road through Dalwhinnie in winter (snow drift outside MacPherson’s shop).A vehicle leaving the Grampian Filling Station in wintry conditions, 15th February 1963.
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A snow blower clearing Ben Alder Road. Aerial photograph of the Dalwhinnie by-pass (A9) under construction in 1976.



c h a p t e r  s e v e n

The Loch Ericht Hotel

8 98 8

Very early photograph.  The Inns at Dalnacardoch and Dalwhinnie were in a ruinous condition in 1770, but were restored 
by the Commissioners of the forfeited estates on the grounds that they were necessary for judges on circuit and for oYcers of the 
army.   Dalwhinnie had a reputation for sending its guests on their way at 5.00 a.m. of a summer’s morning, after a breakfast 

of eggs and trout.   The Whisky was excellent but peak-reek invaded the Port.



View from the South.  The stone building is the original building and was built by General Wade in 1729.  There have been 
many famous visitors including Queen Victoria and Robert Burns.  On spending the night of 25th April 1770 at Dalwhinnie 
John Wesley declared the inn “the dearest Inn I have met with in the North”.  During the same night 3 women were smothered 

in a snow drift crossing to Blair Atholl.

9 59 4

Dougie Matheson, owner of the hotel from 1928 until the 1960s, outside in 1940 after a snow storm.



c h a p t e r  e i g h t

The Railway

979 6

Early photograph of Dalwhinnie Station looking South.  The main building shown was burnt down in 1927.



c h a p t e r  n i n e

The School

1 0 51 0 4

Dalwhinnie School.



Dalwhinnie School pupils c. 1920s.  Back row: Peter Young, Hughie Matheson, Donnie Wallace, Jim McLagan, 
Jonnie MacBean, Ronnie Stewart, Willie Cameron, Jonnie Stewart, Jim Young, Teddy Allan.

Middle row: Douglas Cameron, Annie MacLeod, Maggie MacBean, Jean Allan, Ella Allan, Nanny Grant, ?, 
Mary McLagan, Charlie McLagan, Jimmy Grant.

Front row:  Ian Forbes, Jean McLennan, Jimmy Allan, Georgie Oliver, Ian Young.

1 0 71 0 6

Dalwhinnie School pupils in 1908, some being barefoot—it could not have been winter.



c h a p t e r  e l e v e n

The Distillery

The earliest picture of Dalwhinnie Distillery.
It was built in 1897 and originally named Strathspey Distillery until it was opened a year later.

13 913 8



Workers at the Distillery (pre-war)—Tommy Kerr is the person wearing an apron.

1 4 11 4 0

The Distillery after the fire.  Note the piles of rubble to the left of the buildings.
The Distillery was closed for 4 years whilst being rebuilt, and reopened in 1938.



c h a p t e r  f i f t e e n

The Mountains

At the foot of An Dun can be seen McCook’s Cottage, before the extension was built.
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View from Ben Alder. In the foreground Loch a’ Bhealaich Bheithe and beyond it Loch Ericht and 12 miles away, Dalwhinnie. View of Ben Alder from Beinn Bheòil
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Shona Patterson, Mearnskirk
Neil Patterson, Glasgow

The late Norma Ralph, Newtonmore
Ellen Richardson, Pitlochry

The late Syd Scroggie, Dundee
Liz Sharkey, Aviemore

Murdo Stewart, Dalwhinnie
Patrick Thompson, Dalwhinnie

Karen Craig, Dalwhinnie Primary School
Jane Candlish & Bryan Henesey, ex Strathspey & Badenoch Herald

Gavin Musgrove, Strathspey & Badenoch Herald
Donald Stirling, late of Dalwhinnie Distillery

Roger Twigg, Scottish Hydro

Highland Council Archives, Inverness
Highland Council Education Department

Highland Museum, Kingussie
Imperial War Museum, London

Pictures on pages 9, 49, 52, 53, 76, 112, 148, 149, 181, 182 & 183. are reproduced under licence by kind permission of
SCRAN (Scottish Cultural Resource Access Network)

The book was designed by Jules Akel, and printed by Tradewinds.

Thanks to the following who have contributed photographs and/or information.  

Jessica Akel, Dalwhinnie 
Jules Akel, Dalwhinnie

Sandy Bennett, Kingussie
Helen Christie, Elgin

Ina Christie, Elgin
James Christie, Dalwhinnie
Mary Christie, Dalwhinnie
Andrew Fielden, Ardverikie
Katherine Glover, Ayrshire

The late Johnnie Henderson, Berkshire
Stuart Hutton, Beauly

Doreen James, Inverurie
Neil James, Inverurie

Mrs Kennedy, late of Dalnaspidal
Lesley Kettle, Killin
Lillian King, Kelty

David Knight, Edinburgh
The late Ishbel & Johnnie MacBean, Etteridge

Fiona MacDonald, Dalwhinnie
Dougie MacDougall, Strathmashie

John MacKenzie, Elgin
Noel MacLehose, Ayrshire
Jim McKeracher, Cuaich

Robert McLagan, Queensland
The late Ian Matheson, Birnam

Olive Ormiston, late of Newtonmore

In compiling this book the group has received information from numerous people.  We have tried to acknowledge the 

individual contributions that have been made but we recognise that there may be many that we have missed.  Our sincere 

thanks go out to all who have supported us over the past four years and without whom this book could not have been produced.
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